xviii
Ambashtha
The Ambashthas may be taken as Greek Abastanio, Sam-
bastai or Sabarae who were settled on the lower course of the
Chinab as also in northern part of Sind. Ambashtha is men-
tioned by Panini in sutra VIII. 3.97 and is stated by Patanjali in
sutra IV, 1.171 as the name of a janapada under a king. The
Mahabharata locates them in the north-west (32.7) and asso-
ciates them the Sibis. In Alexander's time they were settled on
the lower Chinab and had a democratic government, and were
defeated by him (CHI, Vol. I, p. 376). In the Puranas they
are stated to be Anava Kshatriyas (Pargiter AIHT, pp. 109
and 264). According to the Smrti literature they were of a
mixed origin (Gautama Dharamasutra, IV. 16)*
They seem to have migrated in later times to to some place
near the Mekala hill which is the source of Narmada (B.C.Law,
Tribes in Ancient India, pp. 159, 161). Ptolemy refers to
the Ambastai as living in the Vindhayan region together with
the Bhils (Cf. Political History of Ancient India, p. 256, fa* 47*
The Vaidyas of Bengal claim to be designated as Ambasthas
(B. C.) Law, TIAI, p. 97, n. 107. Ambastha Kayasthas are
to be found in Bihar (Cf. A. Mitra Shastri, India as Seen in ihe
Brahatsamhita of Varahamihra, p, 67),
Amaravati
This city is referred to in the Dhammapadatthakatha (Vol. I,
p. 83). It is identical with modern city of Amaravati. It
is stated that the Buddha in one of his previous births as a
Brahmin youth named Sumedha was born in this city* The
Amaravati tope was built about A.D. 370 or 380, by the
Andhra-bhritya who were Buddhists.10
Andhradesha
It is referred to in Jataka I (pp. 356). The people of this
country are also referred to in the Rock Edict. V and XIII of
Asoka as vassal tribe. It's earliest capital (Andhrapura) was
situated on Telavaha river (modern Tel or Telingiri).
10. Sewell's Sketch of the Dynasties of Southern India, p, I,